PRESS RELEASE

Exhibition: KAREL APPEL – RETROSPECTIVE 1945 – 2005

Venue: Danubiana Meulensteen Art Museum

Exhibition opened from 10 September – 11 December 2005

Exhibition project by Prof. Rudi Fuchs

Press release by Dr. Eva Trojanová

The exhibition is held on the occasion of the 5th anniversary of the foundation of the Danubiana Meulensteen Art Museum in Slovakia.

Karel Appel (1921) is a painter, sculptor, poet and an active man open to all new and unconventional stimuli. He rejected academic training and learnt from Picasso and contemporary avant-garde artists.

Appel was a founder and protagonist of Cobra (1948-1951), an international avant-garde group. In the heyday of abstraction the group largely drew inspiration from anthropological themes and created an original type of figuration, which was a singular contribution to art. Consequently he joined his work with the group of Art Informel artists around Michel Tapié in Paris. He has lived and worked in many places in Europe, the United States, South America and Mexico (Paris, New York, Rome, Nice Auxerre, Tuscany, Lima and others) where he created paintings, sculptures and monumental murals. He co-operated with well-known figures such as Min Tanaka, Allen Ginsberg, Gregory Corso, José Arquelles in theatre and literary projects, working for ballet and opera but also with the children of Hiroshima and created a mural for this city.

The art of Karel Appel has oscillated within Expressionism, between figuration and abstraction, in search for “pure painting”. His work displays the basic classic subject matter embracing figure, portrait, nude and landscape. However, his artistic language did not correspond with the classic approach. His painting has acquired a freer and more open character. In his lifelong creative work he has learnt to handle paint as he says “Today I can do anything I like by means of colour. And yet it is always a struggle, a fight”. He gradually departed from figuration and created paintings in impasto, dominated by paint as material and by wild eruptive form. His artistic statement was close to Art Brut, the result of an expressive emotional and spontaneous process. Immediacy and a free handling of painting tools have manifested themselves in the process of creation: he pressed paint directly onto the canvas and further treated the thick deposits with palette-knife. This process was logically connected with an increased simplification of the motif. Appel’s painting oscillated quite naturally between two contrastive registers: figuration and abstraction and their mutual blending. This led to the origin of the series of female nudes, transformations of landscape or the cosmogonic compositions on the theme of the “Almighty”. Appel uses here the painted form of graphic line, linearism, dripping, grids, spirals and stars, displaying the fusion of the Art Informel and Postmodernism. Rejecting the classical and the traditional, he joined a number of stimuli drawn from 20th century avant-garde movements in order to create original artistic statement.

Prof. Rudi Fuchs, a long-standing director of the Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam, conceived of the exhibition from the collections of the Stedelijk Museum, the Van Abbe Museum in Eindhoven, Karel Appel, Gerard H. Meulensteen and other private collectors.

The exhibition will be open by Prof. Rudi Fuchs in the presence of Karel Appel. 

Accompanying events:

1. Hommage à Karel Appel, the album of artworks, will be presented to the artist at the opening of the exhibition.

In recognition of this distinguished artist a group of twenty Slovak artists will present him the album of their artworks on the occasion of the exhibition staged at the Danubiana (P. Augustovič, V. Bojňanský, S. Bubán, M. Cipár, J. Hlavatý, R. Hromec, V. Hulík, S. Ilavský, J. Jankovič, J. Kelemen, V. Kolenčík, M. Komáček, V. Kompánek, A. Kraščenič, M. Lukáč, J. Meliš, S. Mikyta, I. Piačka, P. Pollág and A. Vojtášek).

2. On the eve of the opening of the exhibition on 9 September 2005, a gala concert, Peter Dvorský and His Guests, will take place at Hviezdoslav Square in Bratislava at 8.00 p.m. Peter Dvorský is the patron of the Danubiana and he also performed at the gala opening of the museum in 2000. 

